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A Study on Conceptual History of “Kindergarten Curriculum” in China
JIANG Yajun

(Faculty of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062 China)

Abstract: Since Late Qing Dynasty, the understanding of the concept of “kindergarten curriculum”
among the official and the academic as well as the practical areas has undergone the following changes:
the goal of the curriculum has changed from acquiring knowledge to promoting the healthy growth of
children; the content of the curriculum has changed from mutual isolation and discipline to integration,
wholeness and life-orientedness; curriculum implementation ranges from indoctrination to play-based
activities as well as creatively employing a variety of approaches; the curriculum is developed from high
pre-completion, high planning to kindergarten-based, personalized, and with generation and flexibility.
The change of kindergarten curriculum concept is a process of mutual promotion and construction between
kindergarten curriculum theory and practice. Official, academic curriculum concepts must ultimately be
recognized and understood at the practical level before they can be put into practice. Looking forward to
the future, under the guidance of the basic value orientation of “child-centeredness”, the kindergarten
curriculum will surely develop in a more “child” direction.

Key words: kindergarten curriculum, early childhood curriculum, the concept of curriculum,

conceptual history
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