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What	are	‘critical	thinking’	skills?	
	
How	can	we	apply	these	skills	to	reading?	
	
Is	this	possible	in	China?	How?	

Goals	-	Questions	



A	major	problem	that	teachers	and	students	
face	in	an	internationalized	university	is	that	
the	Confucian	ideals	on	which	Chinese	society	
is	founded,	leads	to	Confucianist	students	and	
a	dynamic	between	them	and	the	teaching	
staff,	which	is	diametrically	opposed	to	the	
teacher/student	dynamic	prevalent	in	
western	countries.	

A	view	on	Chinese	students	in	Western	Education	

-A	random	Masters	student	in	China	



思	
Think	



Quick	Activity	

Can	you	put	these	numbers	in	order?	Can	you	remember	the	original	order?	



Will	the	next	number	be	higher	or	lower?	



What	do	these	activities	tell	us	about	
thinking?	

•  Thinking	is	much	more	than	just	one	thing.	
•  Thinking	requires	the	understanding	of	different	
concepts.	

•  Cognitive	skills	are	not	knowledge	based,	but	
mechanisms.	

• We	use	a	range	of	thinking	skills	to	learn,	
remember	and	solve	problems.	

•  Critical	thinking	is	a	range	of	higher	order	cognitive	
skills.	



思	
Thinking	
Understanding	
Predicting	
Analyzing	
Evaluating	
	
	

Synthesizing	
Reflecting	
Making	Inferences	
Forming	Judgments	
Drawing	Analogies	



学	



学而不思则罔 	

思而不学则殆 	



Chinese wisdom… 中国智慧 

学而不思则罔	

思而不学则殆		







Confucius:	Philosopher	of	twenty-first	
century	skills	
LEONARD	TAN	
Educational	Philosophy	and	Theory,	Vol.	48,	No.	12,	2016		

Critical	Thinking,	Learning	and	Confucius:	A	
Positive	Assessment	
HYE-KYUNG	KIM	
Journal	of	Philosophy	of	Education,	Vol.	37,	No.	1,	2003	



Core Competencies for English 
education in China 英语学科核心素养 

Language	Competence	
语言能力	

• Knowledge	知识	
• Understanding		理解	
• Communicate	
Effectively										有效沟
通	

Cultural	Awareness	
文化意识	

• Learn	about	cultures
学习文化	

• Confidence	自信	
• Communicate				沟通	

Thinking	Capacity	
思维品质	

• Analyzing	分析	
• Reasoning	论证	
• Evaluating	评价	

Learning	Ability	
学习能力	

• Proactive	主动	
• Enjoy	learning			怀着
喜悦学习	



Listen	to	the	story	and	answer	the	question	

Why	did	the	father	feel	this	way?	
What	questions	could	he	have	asked?	



What	does	this	activity	tell	us	about	
questions?	

• The	Questions	we	ask	matter.	
•  If	we	want	students	to	use	higher	order	
thinking	skills(HOTS)	we	need	to	ask	higher	
order	questions.	

• Sometimes	questions	need	to	be	asked	in	a	
series	of	questions	to	get	somewhere.	

•  If	we	stop	asking	questions,	students	will	
think	less.	

What	does	this	story	tell	us	about	Questions?	



Critical	Thinking	and	Reading	

How	can	we	apply	these	points	to	reading?	

We	need	to	consider	the	tasks	we	are	setting	and	
the	questions	we	are	asking	before	and	after	a	
reading	text.	



Thinking	is	a	SKILL	and	needs	to	be	practiced.	
	
We	need	to	give	students	time	BEFORE	and	
AFTER	reading	to	actively	think.	
	
Let’s	practice	thinking	of	questions	we	could	
ask	our	students	for	different	tasks.	



Look at these pictures and talk  
with a partner 

Who do you think has healthier habits? 
What time do they get up? 

What time do they go to school? 
What do they eat for lunch? 

What do they do after school? 

Tony Mary 

Predicting	



Answer the questions with a partner: 

1. Who do you see? 
2. How old do you think he is? 
3. Who created him? 
4. How do you know him? 



What	can	we	ask	students	AFTER	they	have	picked	the	
correct	title?	



How	do	you	know	that	is	the	correct	title?	
What	words	did	you	use	to	make	that	decision?	
	
Do	you	think	this	letter	will	work?	
Does	it	make	you	want	to	save	the	elephants?	Why?	
Could	you	make	it	better?	



What	can	we	ask	students	AFTER	they	identify	linking	
language?	



Are	any	of	these	words	new	to	you?	
Are	there	similar	words	in	Chinese?	What	are	they?	
Are	they	used	the	same	way?	
	
Are	you	interested	in	the	place?	
Are	there	any	similar	places	in	China?	
Do	you	think	this	mystery	will	be	solved?	





How	do	you	know	that	is	the	correct	title?	
What	words	did	you	use	to	make	that	decision?	
	
Do	you	want	to	read	more	of	this	story?	
How	do	you	think	the	story	will	end?	
What	would	you	do	if	you	lived	here?	
	



How	do	you	think	the	story	will	end?	

Remembering	Questions	
	Who	is	in	the	story?	
	What’s	the	problem	with	in	the	story?	

Understanding	Questions	
	Why	do	people	feel	‘uneasy’?	
	Why	is	Helen	‘worried’?	

Applying	Questions	
	Have	you	been	worried	before?	
	Have	you	ever	felt	uneasy?	



What makes a student successful? 



Discuss	things	that	you	read	and	get	your	learners	
opinions.		This	information	can	help	you	with	other	
texts	later	on.	

	Discussion	and	Opinion	



How	to	build	confidence	in	learners	



joe.macdonald.teacher@gmail.com	


