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Interpretation of the Spirit of Educators of Hu Dehai
Wan Minggang

Abstract: Hu Dehai, a renowned contemporary educational theorist in China and professor at
Northwest Normal University, has worked in Northwest China for 73 years, devoting himself to
pedagogical theory and disciplinary system with Chinese characteristics. His life course, academic
contribution and teacherly demeanor are vivid interpretation of the spirit of educators. Hu’s
lifelong patriotism rooted in the western region, his pure scholarly character of reading, teaching
and writing, his academic dedication of constructing the disciplinary system of pedagogy with
Chinese characteristics, his approach of combining strictness with kindness, his sincere devotion
to normal education and his educational philosophical pursuit of education through culture all
verify the rich implications of the spirit of educators from different aspects. His case shows that
spirit is not an abstract theoretical proposition but living spiritual tradition that can be identified
and carried forward from the life practice of the older generation of educational scholars.

Key words: the spirit of educators; Hu Dehai; the great master; nature of normal education
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