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Historical Experience and Contemporary Reflection on

Comprehensive Experiment of Overall Reform of Basic Education
Tu Liya, Liu Li

Abstract: In the early 1980s, education reform experiment, which was initiated by the overall
reform of basic education, was extensively carried out in China, leading the peak of the second
education experiment movement. As one of the four major models of national overall reform
experiment, the teaching theory major of Hangzhou University and Tianchang primary school in
Hangzhou jointly conducted “the comprehensive experiment for the best development of primary
students” of overall reform (referred to as “Tianchang experiment” ), which was one of the
earliest domestic research teams to adopt comprehensive experiment approach to explore the
theory and practice of comprehensive school reform, making significant contribution to ideology
and methodology system. By systematically tracking the development path of the experiment
represented by Tianchang experiment and reflecting on its unique value in constructing Chinese-
style education experiment system and its contribution to promote the theoretical and practical
development of China’s overall reform of basic education, this article aims to elaborate on the
contemporary value of the Chinese experience, idea and method of the experiment.

Key words: comprehensive experiment of overall reform; Tianchang experiment;
methodological system construction; education experiment science
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