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Aesthetic Theory of Primary and Secondary School Textbook Illustration
Li Xintong, Yu Hongliang

Abstract: The production and use of primary and secondary school textbook illustrations are
always accompanied by objective aesthetic activity. The aesthetic subjects of the illustration
encompass its learner, educator, producer, reviewer and evaluator while aesthetic objects consist
of its explicit artistic motifs, direct visual theme and implicit cultural symbolism. The aesthetic
value of the illustration is to drive the generation of the “sense of value” of the subjects, give the
subjects a sense of beauty and freedom, and promote the formation and development of their
aesthetic ability. The aesthetic subjects and objects constitute the aesthetic activity of the
illustration, including the drawing and editing activity represented by the generation of aesthetics,
the reading activity represented by the construction of aesthetic schema and the teaching activity
represented by aesthetic activation and internalization. As an extension of aesthetic activity, the
aesthetic education of the illustration aims to form individual’ aesthetic consciousness, cultivate
individuals’ sound personality and solidify the national aesthetic psychological structure, its main
task is to shape visual landscape, guide aesthetic activity and extract the intention of beauty and its
characteristics are emphasizing emotional factor, respecting original insight and focusing on
persuasive training.

Key words: textbook illustration; illustration aesthetics; aesthetic activity; aesthetic education
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