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On the Absence of Moral Theme in Marxist Educational Thought .
Beginning with “Why Marx Didn’t Mention Moral Education”

Zhang Jianguo

Abstract: From the late 1970s to the early 1990s, some researchers who were concerned
about Marxist educational thought discussed “why Marx didn’t mention moral education”, which
clarified some ambiguities in understanding Marxist educational thought. However, the defense
position of most of them prevented the proper issue from being raised. Actually, Marx not only

’, but also even deliberately avoided the moral aspect of

didn’t discuss “moral education’
“education”. The idea of regarding Marx as the spiritual successor of Western rationalism cannot
reasonably explain the absence of moral theme and we can understand the absence from the
following four factors. First, in Marxist thought, moral issue is not important and a major
concern. Second, Marx’s deconstruction of morality as ideology makes it difficult to construct new
moral concepts. Third, in education, the understanding and knowledge aspect of rationality
(rather than spirit and attitude) is valued by Marx. Fourth, practical ability is the core pursuit of
Marx’s educational thought and morality is not part of the ability. The completeness of Marxist
educational thought cannot be demanded by the measurement of a professional educator and his
educational thought is still instructive for thinking about the basic issues of “moral education” and
“intelligent education” today.
Key words: Marx; moral education; rationality; practical ability
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