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Educational Policy of the Communist Party of China: Evolution, Achievement and Prospect
Qu Tiehua, Yu Ping

Abstract: Since the founding of the Communist Party of China, educational policy in China
has gone through four periods: germination and formation period (1921 —1949), transition and
exploration period (1950 — 1977), development and improvement period (1978 — 2011), and
enrichment and innovation period (2012—2022).

Over the past century, the educational policy has shown the following characteristics in
exploration, adjustment, and improvement. First, its value orientation has shifted from single
focus on politics to value orientation that integrates politics, economy, society, and education.
Second, its internal driving force has shifted from weak to strong. Initially, educational policy has
no clear requirements for “what kind of talent to cultivate”. Now, it has formulated talent training
standards from the perspective of education, politics and economy and focuses on studying the
characteristics of the educated. Third, its evolution has shifted from standardization to innovation.
In the CPC’s educational policy, education is combined with productive labor and social practice,
demonstrating how Marxism is adapted to the Chinese context in the field of educational policy and
reflecting the innovation of the CPC in exploration.

For over a century, educational policy of the CPC has achieved brilliant achievements in
leading the Chinese nation in revolution, construction and reform. First, we have formed a
socialist educational policy system with Chinese characteristics following the law of education.
Second, we have achieved leapfrog development in education to guide educational practice. Under
the leadership of the CPC, China has embarked on an educational path in combination with
educational reality that suits its own national condition. Third, guide the direction of the
transitional period of education.

The CPC’s educational policy should adhere to the leadership of the CPC, uphold socialist
direction, and promote the domestication of Marxism in the field of educational policy, grasp the
essence of education, explore the cultural value of education, and achieve balance within and
outside educational system, adhere to the principle of serving the people, promote educational
modernization and meet people’s need.
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