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Return to Origin: Connotation and Path of Pedagogy in China
Liu Tiefang, Luo Dian

Abstract: Educational theory research needs to return to the fundamental questions of
education, which requires us to address these questions amidst the interplay between history and
reality, ancient and modern times, Eastern and Western context, and ideal and reality, trace back
to origin and explore these questions, so that our educational thinking becomes grounded and
rooted. Returning to origin aims to clarify the cultural and historical origins of individual adulthood
within national context, thereby providing individuals with their cultural lineage and shaping them
with root and soul. Pedagogy in China is not only about “human” but also about “the Chinese
nation”. At the same time, we need to respond to the life direction and educational mechanism of
contemporary Chinese people while returning to origin. By doing so, we can open up new
possibilities within pedagogy in China.

Key words: fundamental questions of education; cultural mechanism; pedagogy in China
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