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Study on the Dual-Axis Synergistic Curriculum Model Based on Ability Generation
Li Xigui

Abstract; Current reform of basic education curriculum emphasizes ability cultivation, but its
practice faces the problem of “learning a lot and doing a lot, yet ability does not stably generate”. The
key reason lies in the fact that curriculum mechanism still follows the logic of knowledge input, step-by-
step decomposition and outcome orientation, and has not yet truly shifted towards ability generation.
Ability is not a natural result of accumulated knowledge and skill, but rather a structured process of
mobilization in which learners, in changing context, identify context, select resource, establish
relationship and review and revise approaches. Based on this understanding, the article proposes a dual-
axis synergistic curriculum model based on ability generation: the vertical axis provides students with the
structural pressure needed for the generation through ascending types of challenges and the horizontal
axis supports different students to genuinely engage in shared challenges through entry points such as
context, role, resource, constraint and audience consequence. Using the examples of “writing a complete
argumentative paragraph” in middle school Chinese and “constructing concrete model” in middle school
science, it is demonstrated that this model can establish a curriculum mechanism between unified ability
requirement and open learning path, enabling students to develop stable ability through continuous
mobilization and providing a practical framework for the design, implementation and evaluation of the
curriculum at basic education stage.

Key words: ability generation; dual-axis synergy; curriculum model; curriculum mechanism
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