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Stepping out of “Technological Gaze”: Risk and Solution of Teaching Interaction in the Digital Age
Yan Shouxuan, Wu Mingjun

Abstract: Teaching interaction is the most fundamental and core teaching activity and method,
influencing the quality and effectiveness of teaching in cultivating free and innovative talents with holistic
development. The technological change and innovation in the digital age provide scientific digital and
intelligent support for the precise and personalized implementation of teaching interaction, while
potentially posing a risk of technological gaze. The technological gaze of teaching interaction in the digital
age refers to the social and cultural practice where technology fixes its gaze on students’ interaction with
knowledge as mediator through monitoring, data collection and algorithm evaluation, regulating their
behavioral decision-making and identity recognition. The gaze regards powerful gaze as essence,
disciplinary gaze as purpose, and hidden gaze as method and may erode the subjectivity, humanism and
morality of teaching interaction. The gaze is not an inevitable result of technological development and
application but stems from the technological epistemological bias of empowerment, the deviation of
interaction value theory towards utilitarianism, and the dogmatism of interaction methodology in form.
To alleviate the gaze, it is necessary to define the application positioning of enabling by digital
technology, balance technological validity and normative validity, and reconstruct the symphony between
people and the world in teaching interaction.

Key words: the digital age; teaching interaction; technological gaze
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