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Theory Traveling and Knowledge Production:
Dissemination and Adaptation of Tyler Rationale in China

Li Jun, Wu Yanqi

Abstract; Drawing on theory traveling and employing an analytical framework of origin, channel,
condition and transformation, this study dissects the evolution of Tyler Rationale in China into the stages
of the origin of traveling, the channel of traveling, receptive condition, critical resistance and integrative
transcendence, exploring the contemporary imperative of achieving innovation in Chinese curriculum
theory by transforming Tyler Rationale from the perspective of independent knowledge system. The
dissemination and transformation of Tyler Rationale in China represent the refinement of Chinese
curriculum theory system from imitation to conscious construction and demonstrate the vitality of this
foreign theory as it continuously renews itself and reconstructs knowledge by absorbing the wisdom of
Chinese practice. The path to innovation in the independent knowledge system lies in moving from
opposition to unity and from dependence to independence, ultimately achieving a fundamental
transformation from being a recipient of knowledge to a contributor.

Key words: knowledge production; Tyler Rationale; curriculum theory; independent knowledge sys-
tem
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