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Should the Duration of Basic Education Be Shortened: A Debate for Four Decades and Prospect
Fan Yongfeng, Xie Yizhen

Abstract: The current school system of basic education in China, dominated by the 6-3-3 model, has
been in operation for 40 years. Driven by multiple factors including the earlier physical and mental
development of individual, the new round of industrial revolution, the advancement of artificial
intelligence, the transformation of population structure and the construction of a leading country in
education, there have been persistent call and debate about shortening the duration of basic education.
The focus of the debate is as follows: will the shortening be aligned or misaligned with students’ physical
and mental development, will it drive or hinder social development, will it empower the resolution of
educational predicament or lead to misalignment in such efforts, and should the reform be based on
individual or social need. In fact, the reform is not a simple matter of addition or reduction, but a
restructuring of educational system involving multiple internal and external educational factors.
Therefore, it is imperative to transcend the binary debate of extending or shortening and coordinate
internal and external educational need, individual and social interest, short-term and long-term need and
universal and individual requirement. This relies on more in-depth theoretical research and empirical
experiment, so as to form a broader and more scientific consensus.

Key words: basic education; school system of basic education; duration of school system; shortening
the duration of school system
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