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Fostering Virtue Through Education as the Iconic Concept of Pedagogy in China
Zhang Xuewen

Abstract: Refining disciplinary iconic concept with local characteristics has become the key to
constructing the independent knowledge system of pedagogy in China and breaking the predicament of
theoretical dependence. Based on the perspective of the second integration, taking Marxist system theory
as ideological methodology and combining the holistic view of education and multi-disciplinary research
perspective, this study systematically explores the essence of fostering virtue through education as the
iconic concept of pedagogy in China. Research shows that fostering virtue through education has the
condition to become the iconic concept with the characteristics of locality, ideology. practicality and time.
Its connotation has gone through the stages of traditional moral education, modern exploration of
integration between China and the West, and iconic sublimation in the new era, vividly interpreting the
development of the second integration in the field of education. The concept demonstrates important
values in leading independent disciplinary development, promoting the reform of educational concept,
deepening the implementation of educational practice, and supporting the construction of a leading
country in education, undertaking the mission of deepening the practice of the second integration in the
field of education, guiding disciplinary development, serving national strategy, and cultivating new
people of the era. It is necessary to adopt the path of truth guidance, cultural empowerment, practical
implementation and guarantee support, so as to provide solid support for the independent development of
pedagogy in China and talent cultivation.

Key words: the second integration; foster virtue through education; pedagogy in China; iconic
concept; holistic view of education
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