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Reflection on the “Emotional Ontology” in the Construction of the Autonomous
Knowledge System of Teaching Theory in China

Zhao Xin, Li Min

Abstract; Constructing the autonomous knowledge system of teaching theory in China is a paramount
mission for contemporary Chinese pedagogy and the demand to build a leading country in education and advance
the Chinese-style modernization of education. As the representation of excellent traditional Chinese culture,
emotional ontology provides a vital ideological foundation for the construction. It provides an indigenous
perspective for reflecting on the historical evolution and emotional underpinnings of teaching theory in China,
establishing a framework for the system that encompasses value orientation, ontological attribute, cognitive
process and methodological support. On this basis, by integrating the teaching cultural gene of “the unity of
reason and emotion”, the teaching knowledge innovation of “the mutual reinforcement of emotion and cognition”,
the teaching practice genealogy of “situational generation” and the teaching national stance of “transmitting
knowledge through emotion”, we can promote the construction, respond to the contemporary concerns of the
disciplinary development of teaching theory in China, and inject intellectual vitality, cultural dynamism and
original momentum into the building of a leading country in education.

Key words: teaching theory in China; autonomous knowledge system; emotional ontology; unity of
emotion and reason
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