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Internal Implication and Practical Orientation of Scenario-Based Curriculum Theory
Yang Sigeng

Abstract: The unity of knowledge and action is the essential requirement of curriculum theory
research and the transition from context-based curriculum theory to scenario-based curriculum theory
represents a direction in the development of contemporary curriculum theory. Integrated into practice,
scenario-based curriculum theory takes curriculum practice within specific scenario as research object.
Only by introducing practice into the field of curriculum research can the fundamental stance of scenario-
based curriculum theory be understood and the key to returning to the curriculum scenario be found. The
phenomenological commitment to “returning to things themselves”, the focus of field theory on the
practical space of actors, and the worldview of contextualism advocating action in context can all be
regarded as theoretical cornerstones for scenario-based curriculum theory to respond to the essential
requirement of the unity. Confronting the vivid practice of curriculum reform, creatively responding to
genuine practical issue, pursuing theoretically original work based on practical wisdom, employing
empirical research method, and grounding effort in local context while integrating domestic and international
perspective are the practical orientations of scenario-based curriculum theory and represent the intrinsic
consciousness of constructing an autonomous knowledge system for Chinese curriculum theory.

Key words: unity of knowledge and action; context-based curriculum theory; scenario-based

curriculum theory; curriculum scenario; curriculum practice
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