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“Little Teacher System” . A Chinese Original Teaching Theory and Method in the 20th Century
Zhou Hongyu, Zeng Jiayi

Abstract;
Xingzhi in response to the realities of scarce education resources and persistently high illiteracy rate in

“Little Teacher System” is an original teaching theory and method proposed by Tao

China in the first half of the 20th century with the integration of traditional Chinese education wisdom
with progressive Western education ideas, possessing cultural depth with the spirit of the times. Its rapid
spread across the nation and overseas was propelled by contemporary needs and its pedagogical insights
which matched major Western education and psychological research. In the 21st century where artificial
intelligence embraces rapid development, the mission of the system has shifted from eradicating illiteracy
through the Little Teacher movement to fostering core competency through the Little Teacher movement
in the new era. It is fostering a new human-Al collaborative classroom teaching model with the core
carrier of “teacher-little teacher-Al tutor”. The practice offers a vivid example for us to return Chinese
teaching theory research to local context and build an autonomous knowledge system for Chinese
pedagogy, and provides a solid and operable action plan for high-quality development of basic education.
Key words: “Little Teacher System”; Tao Xingzhi; “teacher-little teacher-Al tutor”
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