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From “Classics Make Me” to “I Make Classics” ;
Re-Discuss the Subjective Characteristics of Textbook Development

Shi Ou, Zhu Qin

Abstract: The education and guidance of textbook to the new generation mainly depends on the
triple mechanism of using, changing and making classics. The key to “using classics” is to choose,
“standardly” understand and use classics, which is “classics make me”. The essence of “changing
classics” is that classics are used by me, which means understanding, changing and using classics in a
nonstandard manner. “Making classics” means shaping educational classics and turning those works with
strong dissemination, wide acceptance and obvious influence into educational classics, which is the
process of “I make classics”. The mechanism of textbook’s disposal of classics shows that textbook
development is not simple copy and paste work, but innovative work with strong subjective
characteristics. Of course, the disposal has both significance and risks. Whether using, changing or
making classics, textbook should have cross-cultural perspective, reveal the common spiritual pursuit of
human beings, and embody China’s unique cultural advantages, so that the new generation can walk on a
correct and reliable road.

Key words: textbook; classics; educational classics; subjectivity
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