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Historical Process, Reflection and Prospect of Textbook Construction of
Curriculum and Instruction Theory in China

Tian Huisheng, Ma ]Ji

Abstract: Textbook construction of curriculum and instruction theory, which began in the late Qing
Dynasty and early Republic of China, has gone through the stages of nascence, tortuous exploration,
deep development and transformation and upgrading. Reflecting on this process, we have formed a
mutually reinforcing situation between disciplinary development and textbook construction, established
textbook reform approach based on practical needs, promoted positive interaction between foreign theory
and local practice, and continuously deepened and expanded textbook knowledge system. At the same
time, textbook construction also faces severe challenges: the contradiction between theory and practice
hinders the effectiveness of textbook use, the standardized textbook structure framework and content
system have not been formed, reliance on foreign theories hinders the construction of independent
textbook system, and the challenges of the digital age to education make textbook upgrading increasingly
urgent. For the prospect of textbook construction, it is necessary to enhance the awareness of local
practice, strengthen the construction of disciplinary independent knowledge system, construct the
methodology of textbook compilation and improve the standardized construction system of textbook.

Key words: textbook construction; curriculum and instruction theory; local practice; independent

textbook system
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