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Argument or Narrative: On the Stylistic Choice of Primary School Morality and Rule of Law Textbook
Gao Desheng

Abstract: The stylistic choice of primary school morality and rule of law textbook is an unnoticed
educational problem. For a long time, the style of primary school moral education textbooks has been
argumentative. This has created a stereotype of the argumentative style of the textbooks, and the
compilers, reviewers and users of the textbooks will find it abnormal if the text is not opinionated.
Argumentative style has its advantages, but the textbooks will have many problems with the domination
of it. In the development of unified primary school morality and rule of law textbook, we tried to
introduce narrative genre, which worked well, but faced a lot of skepticism and challenge. The choice
should not be based solely on inherited practice or adult preference, but on the nature of moral education
and the characteristics of children’s moral learning. Of course, the choice is not a matter of choosing, but
which predominates. Narrative domination supplemented by argument is the right choice.

Key words: primary school morality and rule of law textbook; narrative; argument reasoning;
stylistic choice; moral education
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