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Chinese Thematic Teaching Theory in Primary School
Theoretical Reconstruction and Practical Innovation

Dou Guimei

Abstract: Chinese thematic teaching in primary school is rooted in the classroom practice of native
language education and language and culture inheritance, which originated from the nationalization and
modernization of Chinese education at the end of 20th century. After 30 years of theoretical and practical
research, it took shape in 1994, won the first national prize of teaching achievement in 2014, and then
jumped into Chinese thematic teaching theory in primary school in 2024. In terms of value, it sets the
cultural foundation of thematic teaching which is to “spread thoughts and cultivate people with literature
and culture”. In terms of ontological interpretation, it clarifies the content structure of the related
concept continuum of thematic teaching which is “theme-learning theme-specific learning theme”.
Jumping from practice, it reconstructs the diversified thematic teaching practice form of learning task
design and implementation led by learning theme. Chinese thematic teaching theory in primary school is
not only the generation of China’s original theory of Chinese education but also the action of basic
education curriculum reform in the new era.

Key words: spread thoughts and cultivate people with literature and culture; Chinese thematic

teaching theory in primary school; key concept continuum
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