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Re-Recognizing Chinese Educator Ye Shengtao
Zhang Xinke

Abstract: In recent years, some academic works on Ye Shengtao often tend to be static, partial, absolute
and subjective. Based on the way Marxism views things and evaluates characters, we can get new understanding
by looking at his opinion and practice on Chinese education with the perspective of development,
comprehensiveness, dialectics and objectivity. He changes the purpose of Chinese curriculum from emphasizing
the responsibility of subject to advocating comprehensive education, shifts his attitude towards Chinese textbook
from complete denial to writing a large number of classic Chinese textbooks, and believes that selected texts are
not only examples but also have teaching functions such as reliance and introduction. He doesn’t agree with the
division of Chinese and literature, does not despise Chinese knowledge, opposes systematic and isolated teaching,
and advocates selective and random teaching, opposes the focus on literary education and emphasizes the
cultivation of reading skills. His pragmatic Chinese educational thought that emphasizes meeting the basic needs
of life and cultivating basic ability is reasonable.

Key words: Ye Shengtao; Chinese educational thought; Marxism
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