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Reflections on Some Propositions about the Relationship Between Knowledge and Competency
Gao Desheng

Abstract; Competency and core competency are hot topics in current educational and curriculum
discourse, and knowledge has become the opposite to competency. There are many propositions about the
relationship between knowledge and competency. To clarify these propositions, it is important to
understand what knowledge and competency are. Knowledge and competency are diffrent but overlapping
and integrated, and they are not contrary. The proposition of transforming knowledge into competency is
realistic, but the hierarchical relationship it implies between them is not solid and the transformation is
both possible and impossible. The main path of the transformation or knowledge use, seems to be
justified, but in fact there are many loopholes. Not all knowledge needs and can be used, and the so-
called knowledge use in school education is basically virtual, not real. The paths of contextualizing
knowledge and incorporating students’ experience are also relative and limited. The most appropriate way
to learn knowledge in the field of education is not to use but to understand it. The concept of competency
is used to solve the problems of knowledge teaching instead of negating knowledge itself, which has its
own unresolved problems. Ideally, the two concepts should complement and balance each other.

Key words: knowledge; competency; transformation of knowledge into competency; knowledge use;

knowledge understanding
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