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On the Disciplinary Professional Attributes of Teachers: Construction of the Nine Element and
Four Level Theoretical Model

Zhu Xudong, Ouyang Xiujun, Zhang Jun

Abstract: Disciplinary professional attributes of teachers are an important component of their overall
professional attributes, which include nine elements: disciplinary knowledge, ability, methods, skills,
culture, ideology, ethics, ideology and politics, and interdisciplinary competency. Mastering disciplinary
professional knowledge and ability is the first level, disciplinary professional methods and skills the
second, disciplinary professional culture and ideology the third, and disciplinary professional ethics and
ideology and politics the fourth. Starting from the requirements of current educational reform, it is found
that the attributes are the foundation for teachers to obtain professional qualification and achieve
professional development and affect teachers’ ability to fulfill professional responsibilities and achieve the
educational goal of fostering virtue through education. According to the current situation of teacher
education in China, cultivating the attributes should focus on three aspects: constructing disciplinary
teacher education system that points to the attributes, constructing interdisciplinary teacher education
system for pre-service teachers, and promoting the effective integration of disciplinary, ethical, learning
and teaching profession.

Key words: teacher profession; disciplinary professional attributes; teacher professional ability;
teacher professional growth
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