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Migration of Chinese Universities During the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression
Zhang Yuheng

Abstract: During the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, the Japanese invaders carried
out large-scale bombing in an attempt to crush China’s national consciousness of resistance and achieve
complete occupation. To sustain cultural resistance, the majority of Chinese universities were forced to
relocate. The migration of university was exceptional in duration, scope and impact around the world.
Due to the limit of time and lack of preparation, many schools had to use local temples, Taoist abbeys,
ancestral halls and Confucian temples as contemporary campus, generating the remarkable phenomenon
of “universities in temples” during wartime. Nevertheless, the relocation to the interior land presented an
opportunity of detaching universities from the Westernized environment of major cities and re-situating
them in regions more close to China’s intrinsic reality, thereby advancing the indigenization of Chinese
universities.

Key words: War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression; migration of universities; indigenization of

universities; cultural resistance
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