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Integration of Comparison and History: Historicist Paradigm of Comparative Education Research
in the Era of Globalization: Exclusive Interview with Andy Green, a Renowned British Comparative
Education Historian
Yang Fan, Wang Xiaodong, Wang Yan

Abstract: In the complex era of globalization and de-globalization, comparative education research
is undergoing a profound paradigm shift. As a representative scholar of historicist paradigm, Andy Green
offers a systematic interpretation of this transformation. In terms of disciplinary positioning, he advocates
breaking down disciplinary barrier and viewing comparative education as a subfield of comparative
social science and emphasizes the integration of theoretical resources from history, political economy, and
sociology to develop interdisciplinary explanation. In terms of core proposition, he regards returning to
historical depth as key to understanding contemporary education issues and stresses that the core value
of national education system remains undiminished in the era of globalization, but the analytical scope
needs to expand to supranational, regional and school level. In terms of methodology, he places particular
emphasis on comparative historical analysis, highlighting its irreplaceable role in uncovering the causal
mechanism behind long-term education transformation. In summary, the integration of comparison and
history is both research method and epistemology. Only by situating education phenomena in specific
historical context and analyzing them through rigorous comparison can their complexity be grasped,
providing a knowledge foundation to address the challenge of globalization.
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