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Early Experiment of Out-of-School Education in America: The Playground Movement in New
York City
Wei Panpan, Zhang Binxian

Abstract: At the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, against the
backdrop of the renewal of view of children and the prominent problems of urban children, a vigorous
playground movement emerged in New York City. As the representative of out-of-school educational
movement during the Progressive Era, the playground movement holds significant research value.
However, existing studies mostly approach it from the perspectives of movement history or urban
history without elaborating on its profound educational implication. Based on historical literature, this
article systematically reviews the emergence and early development of the movement and focuses on
its intrinsic significance. The research finds that the movement breaks through the narrow notion of
“education is school education” at the conceptual level and expands the connotation of education. At the
practice level, it leads to the inclusion of playground in the public education system and feeds back and
reshapes American public education from the dimensions of space design, curriculum setting and social
function. From the perspective of disciplinary reflection, in-depth exploration of this movement can help
liberate educational history research from the confinement of school education and broaden the research
objects of the discipline.

Key words: the playground movement in New York City; out-of-school education in America;

view of children; view of play
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