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On Zhan Ruoshui’s Idea and Practice of Academy Reform: Commemorating the 560th
Anniversary of the Birth of Zhan Ruoshui
Huang Mingxi, Guo Aili, Yan Xueying

Abstract: During the Ming Dynasty, Zhan Ruoshui reformed academy and proposed a series of
innovative educational ideas, which was an iconic breakthrough in the educational history of the Ming
Dynasty. As a giant of the philosophy of mind keeping up with Wang Yangming, over his 55-year career
in running academy education, he created the talent cultivation model of collaborative education between
the Imperial Academy and local academy and broke through the barrier between official and private
school. Following the concept of simultaneous advancement of knowledge and action, he emphasized
the unity of knowledge and practice. Advocating the idea of the integration of moral cultivation and
imperial examination preparation, he bridged the gap between moral cultivation and study and cultivated
talents with both morality and gift. In terms of teacher-student relation, he abandoned sectarian biases
and encouraged students to freely associate with different masters, forming a new atmosphere of mutual
exchange among disciples of various teachers. His educational idea and practice not only reshaped the
form of academy education in the Ming Dynasty and promoted the prosperity of the philosophy of mind,
but also exerted a profound influence on the development of education in later generations, providing
reference for the modern transformation of contemporary traditional educational wisdom and occupying
a connecting position in the history of Chinese education.

Key words: Zhan Ruoshui; academies in the Ming Dynasty; collaborative education; simultaneous
advancement of knowledge and action; integration of moral cultivation and imperial examination

preparation; mutual exchange among disciples of various teachers
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