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Re-Examination of the Educational Thought in Ancient China:
With the Category of Ti-Yong as Center
Sun Jie

Abstract: The category of Ti-Yong is the Chinese approach to handling the relationship between
the Chinese culture and world culture. In the era when we refer to tradition as his time, Cheng Hao,
Cheng Yi and Zhu Xi, based on the theory of “Ti-Yong as one source”, constructed a classic text system
centered on the Four Books, reviving Confucianism and initiating a new stage of its development. In
the transition era that took the West study as standard, the theory of “using the Chinese approach in the
Western manner” objectively established the intrinsic sequence between Chinese and Western study and
determined the purpose of the Chinese people in establishing studies. After modern scholars clarified at
the theoretical level that both Chinese and Western studies had their own ways, in the field of education,
the notion that “the way originates from the two” was reversed to “from the West”. In the new era, the
Chinese study in the theory of “Marxism spirit, Chinese approach, in the Western manner” refers to
the subjectivity study that highlights the subjectivity of national culture. The modern transformation
of educational thought in ancient China requires to start from the fundamental issue of “human nature,
tao and education”, systematically sort out and summarize the occurrence, evolution, transformation
and development of ancient educational thought, and extract the educational concept with the genes of
traditional Chinese culture from it. Ultimately, we can construct “the new era of our education” with the
characteristics of the new era and Chinese characteristics.
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