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Cai Yuanpei’s Research on Educational History
Zhu Xianfeng, Yang Yuan

Abstract: Cai Yuanpei advocates dividing the disciplinary system of educational history into the
history of educational thought, educational system and educator activity. Specifically, his research on
the educational history of China focuses on analyzing the formation of educational tradition centered on
cultivating character, the evolution of Chinese higher education institutions, and practical activities of
educators like Confucius. His research on the educational history of foreign countries primarily focuses
on ancient Greek educational thought, development of Western university systems, and the educational
activities of educators like Pythagoras. Overall, Cai’s research demonstrates the characteristics of
comparative perspective on the educational history of China and foreign countries, focus on the
evolution of higher education, and emphasis on long-term historical examination.
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