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Meng Xiancheng’s Exploration of Adapting Marxist Educational Theory to the Chinese Context
Zheng Gang, Fu Yan

Abstract: As an educator in the midst of great social changes, people-centered orientation, view
of social function and subjective consciousness in Meng Xiancheng’s early educational thoughts laid
the ideological foundation for his acceptance of Marxist educational theory. After the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, he consciously accepted Marxist educational theory and explored how
to adapt it to the Chinese context back then. In theoretical exploration, he paid full attention to the
status and needs of the people, dialectically absorbed Soviet educational theory, and studied China’s
educational history and culture with Marxist standpoint, viewpoint and method. In educational practice,
Meng devoted himself to consolidating the guiding position of Marxism in the field of education,
explored the socialist way of running normal universities, and trained the first batch of graduate students
majoring in Chinese educational history with Marxist theory consciousness in China. His exploration
and practice concerning educational theory have made important contribution to adapt Marxist
educational theory to the Chinese context.

Key words: Meng Xiancheng; Marxist educational theory; adapting Marxism to the Chinese
context
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