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Textbook in Adversity, Illustration for Resistance: Narrative Study on Textbook Illustration
During the 14-Year War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression
Yu Hongliang, Li Xintong

Abstract: The image narrative analysis of textbook illustration during the war of resistance
against Japanese aggression holds significant importance for decoding the national narrative discourse
and discerning the construction path of national identity. The narrative themes of the illustrations
revolve around the cruel atrocities of the aggressors, the heroic demeanor of the righteous forces, the
towering images of heroic leaders, and the spirit of resistance, which are realized through spatial,
instant, symbolic, semiotic and affective narrative. During this period, the narrative characteristics in
the Kuomintang-controlled areas and the base areas had different emphases, with the former exhibiting
elitist tendency and highlighting political authority and symbols, while the latter demonstrating
revolutionary realism tendency and reflecting the resistance of the whole nation and the subjectivity
of people. In terms of value, the image narrative of the illustrations, as a precious legacy of the
war, possesses the cultural construction value of shaping the great spirit of the war, the emotional
accumulation value of fostering collective symbolic memory at the group level, and the educational
value of forging a solid spiritual foundation for studying to serve the nation.

Key words: textbook illustration; image narrative; war of resistance against Japanese aggression;

collective memory
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