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Study on the Western Books Huashibu and Shibilinbu for Childhood Education in Liang
Qichao’s A General Discourse on the Necessity of Reform
Li Yunlong

Abstract: In 1896, Liang Qichao published 4 General Discourse on the Necessity of Reform
in which the section titled On Childhood Education mentioned two western books for childhood
education, namely Huashibu and Shibilinbu and the academic community has not conducted specialized
research on these books. In the late Qing dynasty, these books appeared in schools in coastal areas such
as Guangdong. The transliteration of their titles reveals that they are English enlightenment readers
referring to first book and spelling book, which often integrate recognizing characters, spelling, words,
reading, writing and grammar. Liang lacked systematic and in-depth research on western childhood
education, so he mistakenly thought that they were textbooks for recognizing characters, which reflected
his academic thought of “using Chinese book in a western manner” in textbook research and promotion.

Key words: Liang Qichao; childhood education; Huashibu; Shibilinbu; textbook
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