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New Category of Early Modern Educational Historiography in Western Countries: From
Educational History of the Enlightenment to Enlightenment
Li Mingmei, Wang Chen

Abstract: The divergence between educational history study and the new historiography of
Enlightenments makes educational history of the Enlightenment suffer from the influence of textbook
tradition and Cassirer paradigm, which needs a transformation. Since the 1970s, the academic
community has explored the complex nature, time scale and spatial dimension of the Enlightenment,
revealed the explanatory dimension of “Enlightenment is education”, and discussed the new category
of the educational history of Enlightenment. Taking enlightenment education as a clue, this category
reinterprets the transformation of education modernization in early modern Europe and America and
its internal tension, and puts forward related research topics, which can be discussed through problem-
oriented multivariate methodology. Clarifying the connotation of “education is enlightenment” is of
great practical significance and academic necessity for constructing an independent research framework
of educational enlightenment history that covers many regions in the world and China.

Key words: Enlightenments; educational history of the Enlightenment; educational history of

Enlightenment; educational enlightenment history
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