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On the Frontier Academic Research of National Northwest Normal University During the War
Against Japanese Aggression
Zhang Junzong, Dou Yali

Abstract: During the war against the Japanese aggression by the whole nation, under the
background of national disaster and inward migration of colleges and universities, National Northwest
Normal University adhered to the mission of “saving the country with education” and “saving the
country with culture” and relied on the regional characteristics of Northwest China to carry out
systematic frontier academic research. With scholars such as Li Zheng and Li Jinxi as the core,
combining faculty cultivation with academic research, it conducted in-depth investigation and research
in the fields of Northwest frontier education, history, geography and culture, and ethnic languages,
forming landmark achievements such as Improvement of Faculty in Northwest Secondary Schools and
promoting frontier disciplinary construction and ethnic language research. The academic activities
provided academic support for wartime Northwest development and strengthened the consciousness
of the community for the Chinese nation by exploring the roots of national culture and refuting the so-
called theory of “Chinese culture comes from the west”. The frontier academic research of the school
reflects the turn of frontier academic research in China from traditional historical and geographical
textual research to multidisciplinary comprehensive practice during the war against the Japanese
aggression by the whole nation.

Key words: National Northwest Normal University; frontier education; Northwest history and
geography; national rejuvenation
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