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Dissemination of The Practical Pedagogy of Dittes and Its Significance in the Emergence and
Development of Pedagogy in China
Shi Ou, Che Yingxin

Abstract: The Practical Pedagogy of Dittes was published by the Imperial University of Peking
likely between 1902 and 1903 and the author was German educator Friedrich Dittes. This work was
initially translated into Japanese by Japanese scholars and introduced to Japan, and subsequently
translated into Chinese based on the Japanese version and introduced to China. As the earliest
pedagogical textbook in the establishment of pedagogy in China, it explicitly employed the concepts
of physical, intellectual, aesthetic and moral education, presenting their fundamental content. The book
has provided essential academic framework and logical approach for the emergence and development
of pedagogy in China, laid the foundation for the content and pathway of early normal education in
China and even for normal education over the past century, and pointed the way for high-quality normal
education textbook system. In a certain sense, it has also served as important academic resource for the
educational policy of all-round development of morality, intelligence, physical education, aesthetics, and
labor in China.

Key words: The Practical Pedagogy of Dittes; the Imperial University of Peking; Friedrich Dittes
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